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We Made It to Dallas! 

We made it to Dallas! That is the 
headline to begin our 2016. After a 
wonderful but bittersweet Christmas 
with our family in Wisconsin, we 
headed south bright and early on New 
Year’s Day. 

On our way, we got to spend a night 
with some dear friends in north-central 
Missouri. Then we drove to Norman, 
OK, where the same wonderful family 
that hosted us in August welcomed us 
again. That Sunday, we were blessed to 
worship with the saints at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Norman.  

In the funny way God has of arranging 
things, He caused it to happen that the 
same Sunday we were there, our West 
Africa colleague, Pr. Jacob Gaugert, was 
also there. Trinity was Jacob’s vicarage 
church, and we got to hear him preach 
and speak about the Lord’s work in 
Togo, as well as Ryan getting ambushed 

into speaking a bit about our future 
work in Ghana. 

From Norman, we made the (much 
shorter) drive to our new house in 
Dallas. When we left Wisconsin, it was 
20F, and when we arrived in Dallas, it 
was 65F! No snow here! 

In this last week, we have done much of 
the usual moving-in stuff to make 
ourselves at home here. We went 
through orientation and began classes at 
the Graduate Institute of Applied 
Linguistics (GIAL), and Rhys began 
school at Grace Lutheran School in 
Arlington, TX. 

We are also enjoying the opportunity to 
study with and get to know better Pr. 
Gaugert as we prepare to serve in the 
same region. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
These celebrities are from Ghana, 
or have Ghanaian roots: 

• Kofi Annan, former UN 
Secretary-General 

• Idris Elba, actor 

• Boris Kodjoe, actor  

• Freema Agyeman, actress 

• W.E.B. Du Bois, activist 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
- Circuit Meeting at Holy 

Cross, Dallas – 19 Jan 

- Preach/Present at Faith, 
Grand Prairie, TX – 31 Jan 

- Preach/Present at Grace, 
Burkburnett, TX – 7 Feb 

Our new home for the next several months 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

• Blessings on our studies 
here at GIAL  

• Health and safety for our 
fellow missionaries 
deploying for the first time 
this month  

• Continued support for our 
work, so that we keep 
progressing toward “green 
light” status 

 

GIVE THANKS FOR:  

• Safe travel and settling in to 
Dallas 

• The opportunity to study and 
learn new skills in a new 
context 

• Continued healing for 
missionaries Prs. Gary 
Schulte and Dale Kaster 

 

PRAISE GOD FOR:  

• The many congregations 
and individuals who pray  
for us, encourage and 
support us  

 

Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the Word 

of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, 

as happened among you. – 2 Thessalonians 3:1 

- The McDermott Family 

 Ryan  Emily 

 Rhys  Evangeline 

 Joshua  Kaj 

There are many opportunities 
to serve as short-term or  
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and 
download an application at 
lcms.org/service. Click on 
“Service Opportunities.” 

To support the LCMS through the work of 
Rev. & Mrs. Ryan McDermott, you may send 
a tax-deductible gift to:  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

OR 

Mission Central 
40718 Hwy E16 
Mapleton, IA 51034 
 
Make checks payable to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks 
“Support of McDermotts - Ghana.” Gifts can 
also be given securely online through the 
LCMS website, on my online giving page at 
lcms.org/mcdermott. 

“What are you doing here?”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Many people asked before we left 
Wisconsin, and many more have asked 
since we got here: “What are you doing 
in Dallas?” 

 

LINGUISTICS 

Part of our studies here at GIAL are 
focused on linguistics. We aren’t called 
as Bible translators, so the idea with this 
is to help us to learn the local 
language(s) faster once we get to Ghana. 
Of course, this is a fun subject for Ryan, 
and he will get to let his geekiness for 
languages run wild. 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

The first class we are taking is 

Cultural Anthropology. The 

goal of this class is to enable us 

to understand and describe the 

cultures of different groups of 

people we meet and serve. So 

far, this class seems like it will 

be interesting, but a lot of work 

as well. 

 

We will also be taking a class 

called Second Language and 

Culture Acquisition, which is 

sort of a hybrid of Linguistics 

and Anthropology. Again, the 

goal is to equip us to settle in 

faster once we get to Ghana. 

 
ALL NATIONS TOGETHER 

A cool thing about being at the 
International Linguistics Center is being 
around Christians from all over the 
world, many of them past, current, or 
future missionaries. One hears myriad 
languages, accents, and speech styles 
every day. It is a great reminder for us to 
look forward to St. John’s vision: After 
this I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
in white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands, and crying out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9-1) 
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